The role of L1 in the progression of ovarian carcinomas.
The L1 molecule has recently emerged as a promising new biomarker for the prognosis of human ovarian and endometrial tumors. It was initially described as an adhesion molecule for the development of the nervous system but its function in tumor cells is not well known. In this article we summarize recent data on the role of L1 in promoting tumor cell adhesion and migration and in gene regulation. We address the question how L1 determination in tumor tissue samples and in serum and ascites could potentially improve the disease management.